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MANGE

What is mange?

Mange is a type of skin disease caused by parasitic mites. These mites burrow beneath the surface of the skin,
causing severely itchy skin and commonly leads to fur loss.

What effect does mange have on wildlife?

In some healthy animals with strong immune systems who have small, localized infections, the condition can
sometimes resolve itself. However, wide-spread infections across the body are more difficult for an animal to
recover from. Mange will often weaken the animal’s immune system, leaving them more susceptible to
secondary infections. As their health declines, it becomes increasingly difficult for them to regulate their own
body temperatures and to find food.

Can these animals be trapped?

Itis illegal for anyone - including Animal Control Officers, wildlife rehabilitators, and members of the public -
to attempt to physically trap one of these animals without express permission from the Division of Fisheries &
Wildlife. Additionally, it is very difficult to trap foxes as they are reluctant to enter traps. As a result, a trap
would need to be heavily baited which would attract both sick and healthy wildlife. This would increase the
interactions between sick and healthy individuals, which could lead to further spread of disease amongst the
population.

Can medication be given to them in the wild?

It is illegal for anyone — including Animal Control Officers, wildlife rehabilitators, and members of the public —
to distribute any form of medication to free-ranging wildlife for any reason. It would also be illegal for a
veterinarian to provide medication for that purpose. The medication that is used to treat mange is toxic to some
groups of animals and must be given at an exact dosage based on the weight and species, so it cannot safely be
used with free-ranging wildlife.

781.320.1000 (Phone) * 781.320.1055 (Fax) ®* www.westwoodpd.org



WESTWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT

588 HIGH STREET ® WESTWOOD, MASSACHUSETTS 02090

Jeffrey P. Silva

Chief of Police Committed to Service

Can they be fed?

No, feeding wildlife has a negative impact on the environment. Feeding wildlife leads to habituation, which
causes wild animals to lose their natural fear of humans and leads to increased human-wildlife conflict.
Additionally, by offering food, you would be encouraging the animal to remain in one area, likely also
attracting healthy wildlife. This would then increase the likelihood that healthy animals would also become
infected.

Are you or your pets at risk?

While mange is contagious, it requires direct contact with the affected animal or direct contact with a
contaminated environment. If you are keeping your distance from wildlife and are not encouraging wildlife to
stay on your property (by means such as feeding), then you and your pets are at little risk.

What can be done?

As the infection progresses, these animals begin to slow down. At this point, it is sometimes possible for
professionals to be able to capture these animals with a net or rabies pole to then transport the animal for
rehabilitation, or if the disease has progressed beyond help, for it to be humanely euthanized. If the animal is
still healthy enough to be able to run, then this is not something that can be easily done. This should never be
attempted by members of the public.
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